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FROM PAWS TO THE PARADE AND A PETTING FARM,  
THE ROUND UP HAS SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

Enjoy Franklin’s 69th Annual Round-Up on Labor Day, Monday Sept. 2. With so much 
to offer, you don’t have to look very far for fun times with friends in Franklin!

2013 
Round Up

It’s time for the



President’s
Letter

From your president:
It’s not always obvious, but the FCA 
(Franklin Community Association) is hard at 
work maintaining and improving Franklin –  
in addition to last year’s tennis court  
resurfacing, we have added new signs  
(reminding people that you, FCA dues paying 
members, pay for the court maintenance and 
they are for Franklin residents) and a new 
sweeper squeegee for clearing rainwater – 
a recommendation from a resident. A new 
backboard is in the works, too. The beautiful 
Welcome to Franklin signs at our “borders” 
have been repaired and retouched. Dead 
trees have been removed from the area 
beyond the tennis courts. The walking path 
has been cleared and widened to its original 
width, and we are getting bids on repairing/
repainting the gazebo. 
 
All of this is possible with funds from our 
dues paying members. I am sorry to report 
that less than half of our village families pay 
dues to the FCA. Many villagers generously 
donate above and beyond the $40 suggested 
donation, and we are especially appreciative, 
but I know that the 56% that do not join also 
walk in our park, expect to be covered by our  
insurance, appreciate that the grass is 
mowed, enjoy the Round Up and parade. Not 
sure if you’ve joined? Please check the list of 
recent additions in this Villager and contact 
Carla Sledge: carlasledge@aol.com (our soon 
to be retired Membership Chair) to pitch in 
and join today. 

Please share your thoughts about how to 
make Franklin even better. Just email me at 
J5Polan@aol.com.
 
Jane Polan, FCA President

First Fridays in Franklin
Although originally intended for Village Seniors, we  
would like to invite everyone to join us the First Friday of 
every month from 10 a.m. to noon at the Kreger House, 
our white, historic house in downtown Franklin. Our first 
get together will be Friday, September 6. All villagers are 
invited to come check out this beautifully restored home. 
On September 6, Renee Cortwright of the Birmingham  
Area Senior Center will be giving a short presentation  
on what the Senior Center offers and how we in  
Franklin can take advantage of their services…from  
Meals on Wheels to transportation available to  
seniors to speakers and classes.

The Kreger House has recently been the site of parties 
and graduations, and is available for a minimal fee for 
events. It is perfect for a reading group, card group, or 
social gathering – come see. Our First Fridays are free!

NotesNeighbor

SAVE THE DATES!
The Franklin Historical Society is sponsoring three 
events (in a tent west of the Kreger house) in  
September to raise funds to continue renovating  
the Franklin Community Center (Kreger buildings).

Please mark your calendars and plan to attend:

•   Friday, September 27
    The Questers horse race evening event

• Saturday, September 28
    Evening Folk concert with Kitty Donohoe

• Sunday, September 29
    Afternoon family fun event

It’s Time for the Round Up!
Volunteers Needed — 

Join the Fun!
If you haven’t already volunteered, we need your help 

at the 69th annual Franklin Labor Day Round Up. 
Volunteer opportunities:

Sat., Aug. 31: set up, 10 a.m. to noon

Mon., Labor Day, Sept. 2:
Shifts include: 8-10 a.m., 10-noon, noon-2 p.m., 

2-4 p.m., and 4-6 p.m. (clean up)

Areas: raffle tent, ticket sales, pony rides, midway 
games, kids’ craft tent, food tent.

You may request an area or we will fill you in where needed. 
Please request a specific time. Please include your full name.

Please contact Jane Polan at 248.626.2231
or J5Polan@aol.com to volunteer.

Calling All Goldens

Bring On the Baked Goods!

For the 18th year, Golden Retriever Rescue of Michigan  
(GRRoM) will be participating in the Labor Day Parade.  
Please join us for our 18th year—all Goldens are welcome!  
For more information, contact Paulette Lerman: 248.539.8842. 
For GRRoM info, call our hotline: 888.814.9670 or visit  
www.grrom.petfinder.com.

Got a famous apple pie or secret cookie recipe? Please bake 
your favorite brownies, muffins, cookies, cakes or pies for the 
2013 Labor Day Franklin Round Up Bake Sale!

Please drop off your carefully crafted confections at the 
Bake Sale tent on Labor Day between 8:30 and 10 a.m.

Franklin Garden Club — Call for Entries
It is once again time to plan ahead for the Franklin Labor Day Round Up. Garden Club members will have a 
booth where they will sell potted perennials and household plants. Your donations are needed! Also needed 
are entries for our vegetable, fruit and flower competition. Flowers should be arranged in quart mason jars or 
quart mayonnaise jars. This could be your year to take home the blue ribbon! These donations may be dropped  
off on Phyllis Dimitroff’s front porch at any time or at the booth on Labor Day. We also need volunteers to work  
in the booth, decorate the float and angels to walk in the parade. If you have any questions, please call Phyllis  
at 248.626.2826.

Warren Rauhe (standing on right) and Wayne Beyea (standing 
on left), MSU’s Small Town Design Initiative program directors, 
facilitate the first community discussion with Franklin residents 
on July 2, 2013, at the Franklin Community Church.

SNAPSHOT FRANKLIN

Be Part of
the Round Up!
Classic Cars:  Bob Smith 

248.626.5474

Garden Club/Contest:  Phyllis Dimitroff 
248.626.2826

Parade:  Dede & Warren Robinson 
248.851.7019

Volunteers:  Jane Polan 248.626.2231 
& Amie Saltzman 248.626.1153

Year!
33rd



Many thanks to those listed 
below for their 2013 dues  
payments received since our 
last issue. 

Your annual dues go a long way to 
help fund all the great services and 
events the FCA offers, such as the 
Labor Day Round Up, the Franklin  
Villager, Mobile Watch, Franklin 
Village Directory...just to name a 
few! If your name does not  
appear here, your payment may 
have crossed in the mail; if you 
haven’t sent yours, please do so 
today! $40 check payable to: 
FCA, c/o Carla Sledge, 24550  
N. Cromwell, Franklin, MI 48025.

Berg, Arnold/Barbara
Bornstein, Melvin/Audrey
Burke, Patricia
Burns, Lawrence/Vera
Dufour, Bernie/Ruthanne
Dunn, Lisa
Eads, Lew
Franklin View Enterprises, Inc.
Goldner, Judith
Hirsch, Marc
Hojna, Robert/Shirely
Hoy, Lewis/Margaretta
Major, Mary Jane
McNally, Sean/Veronica
Milton/Eunice Ring Foundation
Mondry, Shelia
Murphy, Laura
Nusbaum, Irving/Barbara
Perenic, Frederic/Lynn
Pogoda, Maurice/Lori
Schubot, Douglas/Sydell
Shapiro, Barry/Nancy
Sheppard, Joseph/Harriette
Silverstein, Barry/Carolyn
Solomon, Jeffrey/Michelle
Sullivan, Lorraine
Zaski, Frank/Luvetia Ervin 
Zeman, Evelyn

Thank You
2013 FCA
           Dues Paid

2013 Labor Day Parade Entry Form

Classic Car Entry Form
Do you have a classic car that you would like to enter in the FCA’s 
Annual Labor Day Parade on Monday, September 2? To enter, please 
complete this form and mail to: Bob Smith, Classic Car Chairman, 
26069 Shelley Lynn Ct., Franklin, MI 48025 Questions? Call Bob 
at 248.626.5474 for more information.

Name__________________________________________ Address _____________________________________

Phone______________________ Car Make/Model/Year _____________________________________________ 

Comments___________________________________________________________________________________

The FCA needs your help to make this the best Labor Day Parade ever! Join in!  
Please send this completed form to: Warren Robinson, Chair, 26460 Woodlore, 
Franklin, MI 48025. Questions? Call Warren at 248.851.7019 for more information.

Name______________________________ Address _________________________

Phone______________________

My Parade entry will be (please select): 

________Horse-drawn carriage or wagon   ________Float (hand pulled)

________Float (golf cart pulled)   ________Dog   ________Horse & rider   

________Costumed walker(s) ________Decorated bicycle   

________Other (please specify) _________________________________________

Watch for your Round Up raffle tickets in the 
mail and remember to send back your ticket 
stubs and check made out to the Franklin  
Community Association. 

$15 gets you 18 chances to win AND support 
the FCA’s great programs like Movies on the 
Green, the Franklin Villager & Directory, Mobile 
Watch, Round Up and the FCA Grounds: tennis 
courts, playground, ball fields and gazebo. 

OVER 100 GREAT PRIZES!
Thank you for your continued support!

Raffle Tickets Time!
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Rain       Garden
This summer, the Village of Franklin excavated a portion of an existing asphalt 
parking lot located at the Village Plaza off of Franklin Road and created a  
41-foot by 11-1/2 foot rain garden, extended an existing pathway through the 
garden to improve walkability, improved the area aesthetics and modified the 
flow of traffic in the parking lot to reduce road hazards. Interpretive signage  
was installed to provide visitors information on the project scope.  

The Village was successful in obtaining a grant in an amount up to $8,000 to 
cover 50 percent of the construction cost for the rain garden portion of the  
project as part of the Rouge River Wet Weather Demonstration Project.

A rain garden is a depression in the landscape, designed and planted to trap, 
absorb, and filter storm water runoff and 
improve water quality. In a rain 
garden, plants and soils filter 
storm water naturally, re-
moving nutrients and oth-
er pollutants (sediment, 
heavy metals, etc. 
from nearby paved 
or “hard” surfaces). 
In clay soils (like the 
Franklin area), the 
rain water is absorbed 
by the compost and 
plants. A functioning rain 
garden should be dry after 
48 hours – thereby avoiding 
mosquito problems.  

Native plants (indigenous to the Midwest area) offer many advantages in a rain 
garden. Typically, native plants require less water and fertilizer than non-native 
species – and many are naturally resistant to pests. Native plants create small 
ecosystems, attracting birds, butterflies, and beneficial insects. The soil mix for 
the rain garden blends compost, masonry sand, and topsoil. The compost is an 
essential ingredient, since it absorbs water and breaks down pollutants which 
may be in the runoff.   

Village staff are very excited about this project and hope to encourage local 
residents to install rain gardens at their property. For questions regarding  
native plants or rain gardens, please contact SOCWA at: 248.546.5818; 
lfdean2@gmail.com, or visit www.socwa.org.

Village 
Plaza

It’s A Silent Auction, 
But Tell Everyone! 
Our annual Silent Auction at the Round-Up receives 
a lot of support and enables us to add funds to the 
Franklin Community Association’s programs. For those 
of you who contributed and/or purchased auction 
items, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR GENEROSITY—
LET’S KEEP UP THE MOMENTUM!

And for those of you who were not able to participate, 
here’s yet another chance to support all of the Franklin 
activities that many of us have come to enjoy so very 
much! Please consider donating an item or a service 
for this year’s Silent Auction, and be an enthusiastic 
and generous bidder on Labor Day. Please bid early 
and bid often!

Please contact Jesse Polan, 248.514.1663 
or email: j5polan@aol.com with your donation 
commitments and to ask any questions. 

2013 ROUND UP

Image from: http://www.socwa.org/documents/
nature/RainGardenBrochure’09.pdf

Be sure to visit the Franklin 
Farmer’s and Crafter’s Market

“Market on the Green”
Open through mid-October, Sundays 

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on the Village Green



Franklin Police &
Mobile Watch

Hey Franklin! We hope your summer season is going strong! Although we continue to enjoy the warm days and nights, 
strolls to the park, shops or simply tooling around the village, we know that the Round Up is just around the corner, fall 
leaves, back to school, cider and doughnuts and all that makes it fun to live in Franklin.

Speaking of tooling around the village… what better way to 
tool than via the Franklin Mobile Watch? Consider doing it. 
See below for details how.

Congratulations to our new slate of Mobile Watch Officers. 
New Chairperson, Mira Stakhiv; Vice Chairperson, Steve 
Schechter; Treasurer, Chuck Gale; and Secretary, Mary Ellen 
Holiday. We look forward to your leadership and appreciate 
your commitment. Thank you!

Police Chief Dan Roberts reported these recent  
situations in and around Franklin:

•   A major power line went down across Franklin Road at  
German Mill behind the Post Office. There was a temporary 
power outage but the quick action of the Franklin Police, 
Fire Department and Detroit Edison, quickly restored 
power to a large portion of the Historic District. Chief 
Roberts reminded the group that should a wire be down 
across the roadway, never approach it either in your vehicle 
and especially never on foot. Never drive over a down wire.

 
•   Theft of lawn equipment from a lawn service truck 

parked on 13 Mile Road – tools were taken from the 
truck around 10-11 a.m. A green Buick Century 4-door 
was seen in the area. 

 •   A reported daytime burglary between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Denison south of 14 Mile Road. They walked in the back 
door of the garage – the alarm was not set. There was a dog in the house but the intruders were able to coax the 
animal to the bathroom where he was locked in. Jewelry and power equipment were taken. Police were able to secure 
some evidence from the scene and the investigation continues. West Bloomfield and Birmingham were hit at about 
the same time.

•   Another reported incident on Cheviot Hills that took place at about 3 p.m. A man came to the house and asked about 
a power failure. He wanted to go into the back yard bringing the homeowner with him. He went around the house to 
the patio, calling the homeowner to the area. A second man was waiting in a car in the driveway at the front of the 
residence. Walking to the backyard, trying to bring the homeowner with him, the first man noticed lawn workers in  
the back yard. This caused the first man to retreat back to the waiting vehicle and they left the scene without any 
checking of a “power failure.” It seemed that this was a method of “casing” the entrances to the home. Getting the 
unsuspecting homeowner to the rear of the building enables bad guy #2 the opportunity to enter the residence  
via the front door to steal valuables. Don’t fall for it.

Sgt. James Hirschfeld of the Franklin Police Department and Lt. Tim Adams of the Franklin Volunteer Fire Department  
demonstrated two types of defibrillators. These potential lifesaving devices are more and more being located at many 
commercial establishments. You should learn how to use one. Lt. Adams suggested that a CPR class could be held at the 
Village Office if Mobile Watch members were interested. Contact the Franklin-Bingham Fire Department for more information.

A vigilant and vibrant Mobile Watch can make a difference. You should consider joining your neighbors on the 
Franklin Village Mobile Watch. Contact Membership Chair, Madeline Haddad at 855.3390 or the Franklin Police  
at 626.9672 for more information on how to join. Alternatively, come to our next meeting, held the last Thursday  
of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Village Office.6 7

Children’s Programs
Play Group (ages 0-3)
Tuesday mornings, Sept.3 - Oct. 8, 10:30 - 11:45 a.m.

Oakland Schools and Great Parents, Great Start- 
Oakland will once again offer a play group at the library 
on Tuesday mornings. The focus of this playgroup is for 
you to spend one-on-one time with your child(ren) and to 
have readily accessible advice from an early childhood 
specialist. The playgroup is designed to increase one-on-
one parent-to-child interaction and to promote literacy 
and learning activities, including: hands on activities, 
stories, songs, music and dancing. There is also a  
teaching component for parents to better understand 
how children learn, their physical abilities, relationships/
sense of self, communication and understanding  
of the world. Registration required. Call 248.851.2254 
to register.

Adult Programs
 
Book Group
Thursday, October 24, 7:30 p.m.

Join facilitator Adele Robins as we discuss the book 
“The Light Between Oceans,” by M.L. Stedman. This 
novel is “…set on a remote Australian island, where a 
childless couple live quietly running a lighthouse, until a 
boat carrying a baby washes ashore.” All are welcome to 
the discussion. 

Knitting Group
First Thursday of the Month

We will resume on Thursday, September 5th. Come if 
you need some extra help or just to share your projects 
and enjoy some camaraderie while you knit. All ages are 
welcome.

Thank You!
A big thank you to the Farmhouse Coffee 
and Ice Cream Shop for hosting the library’s 
used bookshelf year round. On July 8 we  
celebrated one year of having the bookshelf  
— in that year we raised $738.76! Stop by 
for a book any time, and while you’re there, 
be sure to enjoy a coffee or ice cream. 

Once again our entire Summer Reading 
program has been funded by the Friends 
of Franklin Public Library. They pay for all 
of our wonderful prizes, entertainment and 
wrap-up parties. Thank you “Friends!”

Library Corner Keep abreast of all upcoming library events! 

Visit www.franklin.lib.mi.us 
or call 248.851.2254

Download FREE  
popular MP3 music 
from our library website  
www.franklin.lib.mi.us. 
Click on the “freegal music” 
button. All you need to know 
is your library card number 
and your pin number. Don’t 
know, or can’t find either? 
Give us a call and we can help!  
248.851.2254

CLICK TODAY!

Library News

EARLY FALL
2013

(l to r): Officer Kabe Jenkins, Officer Mike Bastianelli, 
Sergeant Jim Hirschfeld and Police Chief Dan Roberts. 
At a recent awards ceremony, Chief Roberts and the 
Franklin Police Department recognized these three 
officers for recovering a missing and endangered 
juvenile under challenging circumstances.

We are currently accepting used books for  
our Labor Day book sale. The book sale will be 
on the library’s front lawn during the Franklin 
Labor Day Round Up from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Please no magazines, encyclopedias or 
Reader’s Digest condensed books.  
Thank you!
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The Village has a new tool for  
communicating with residents 
by soliciting their input, feed-
back and ideas via the Internet.

From the site: “Communicating 
with your local government 
is not always convenient. It 
usually requires attending 
pre-scheduled meetings which 
takes time out of your life. This 
website is a different kind of 
communication tool designed 
to solicit input, feedback  
and ideas in a convenient  
web-based platform. 
 The ideas and comments you make on this interactive website will lead to a 
transparent strategic plan update for the future vision of historic Franklin.”
 
The website is: www.FocusFranklin.com
 
Residents register as a participant and then are asked to provide their input 
on relevant topics to Franklin. The first topics at the launch of the website are 
the three questions posed at the July 2nd MSU Small Town Design Initiative 
Community Meeting. Anyone unable to attend or wanting to provide additional 
feedback, can do so via this website at their convenience.
 Any questions or problems can be directed to Amy Sullivan:  
asullivan@franklin.mi.us.

Stay in the Franklin Loop 
Over 600 Villagers receive “Going On 
in Franklin” emails...concert and movie 
dates, FCA events, merchant updates...
and so much more! If you would like to be 
added to the list, or need to change your  
email address, please 
notify FCA President 
Jane Polan at: 
J5Polan@aol.com to 
get these helpful  
neighbor updates!

The FCA Invites You!
Have you joined the Franklin Community 
Association yet? We bring you the Round 
Up on Labor Day, summer movies and 
concerts on the green, mow the grass, 
resurface the tennis court – lots of things 
that keep our community enjoyable for all! 
To join, if you have not already done so, 
please send in your 2013 dues ($40),  
payable to The Franklin Community 
Association, c/o Carla Sledge 24550 
N. Cromwell Dr., Franklin, MI 48025.  
Not sure if you’ve joined? Contact Carla  
at: carlasledge@aol.com.

New Website 
Focuses on 
Franklin


