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Franklin Baseball Leaguers unveil the Mark Jahnke Memorial Scoreboard as part of the opening day 
ceremonies on April 30, 2011. Jahnke passed away in September, 2010. Photo courtesy of Jesse Polan

Franklin Baseball fans now have
something to note besides the scores
on a new addition to Kaline Field: the 
Mark Jahnke Memorial Scoreboard.

On April 30—opening day for Franklin 
Baseball—members of the Franklin
Baseball League Board of Directors
dedicated the new 9x9 scoreboard in 
honor of Jahnke’s many years of service 
to the league. Janke passed away in
September, 2010.

Taking design cues from the existing
Franklin Village Welcome signage and 
complete with slide-in team and score 
panels, the “old-fashioned” scoreboard 
was installed April 29 in Kaline Field—

Jahnke’s favorite playing fi eld.

The scoreboard was paid for with
donations from Jahnke’s friends and
family, the Franklin Baseball League, 
Franklin Community Association and 
Franklin Community Church. From design 
to placement, many Franklinites stepped 
in to help the project become a reality.

In addition to the scoreboard, this season 
Jahnke’s initials grace the Franklin Baseball 
League’s uniforms, and a tree has been 
planted between the scoreboard and the 
Kreger Farm buildings by the Franklin Police 
Offi cers’ Association. A bench and plaque 
will be erected by the Franklin Community 
Association also to honor Jahnke’s memory.



A note from your
FCA President
Every January the Franklin Community Association 
sends out 1300 dues letters, asking for your fi nancial 
support as we do what the FCA does, works to
enhance the quality of life for the Franklin residents. 
The activities we sponsor and support contribute to 
the character of our community, make Franklin a great 
place to live, and help maintain our property values.  
Almost weekly I send out emails to over 600 residents 
(PLEASE email me at J5Polan@aol.com if you do not 
receive our Going on in Franklin emails) telling people 
what’s coming up: concerts, movies, tennis court 
resurfacing…and a periodic reminder to support the 
FCA. I was sure we would have a greater response to 
our dues letter because of these emails/reminders, 
but alas, no, we still have around 40% of our Villagers
joining the FCA (with a number of them donating 
above the $40 fee, thank you very much).  

I can’t imagine that the remaining Villagers never walk 
on the Village Green, use their directory, come see a 
Movie on the Green, attend the Round Up…read their 
newsletter. Your support is important for all we do 
that you see, and all we do that you don’t see: paying 
insurance, trimming trees, repairing the gazebo and 
the storage barn, donating to the Music on the Green, 
dropping off Welcome to Franklin packets to new 
Villagers, volunteering to support Main Street Franklin’s
efforts, partnering with the Village, the Franklin
Baseball League and the Franklin Community Church 
to repave their much-used parking lot, donating to 
the Community Center and establishing the fi rst ever 
Franklin public restrooms...

So, once again I ask for your support. If you are not 
sure if you’ve joined, please email membership chair 
Carla Sledge at: carlasledge@aol.com.

On a less pleading note, I hope you are enjoying this 
season as much as I am. Whether walking the path 
around the ball fi elds, enjoying an ice cream from 
Farmhouse, relaxing at the concert, enjoying dinner on 
the Grill’s patio, or even counting prizes at the barn for 
the Round Up, there is no where else I would rather live.

Enjoy,
Jane Polan

248-626-2231  •  J5Polan@aol.com
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the Round Up!Ready forNew Trash Pick Up Schedule
Effective Monday, Sept. 19, 2011
Beginning Monday, September 19th, ALL trash, 
recyclables and yard waste (from April to November) 
will be picked up on Monday. Currently if your rubbish 
pick up day is Tuesday, it will be changed to Monday 
beginning on September 19th.  

NEW LARGER RECYCLING CONTAINERS 
EFFECTIVE MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 2011
Also beginning on Monday, September 19th, residents who 
prefer a larger recycling container 
than the traditional 18-gallon bin, 
may use a 32-gallon Rubbermaid 
container purchased at a local 
retail store of your choice.

To differentiate trash, yard waste 
and recyclable containers, please 
make sure your cans are marked with the appropriate “Yard 
Waste” or “Recyclable” stickers—available at the Village Offi ce.

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION DAY
SEPTEMBER 10, 2011
On Saturday, September 10th, the Village will sponsor a 
household hazardous waste collection day at the Village 
Green from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Please refer to the Village 
website at www.Franklin.mi.us for details on what will 
be collected.

WANTED: A volunteer to write 
periodic press releases for 
Main Street Franklin
QUALIFICATIONS:
•   Curious and interested in Main Street

Franklin’s happenings.
•   Person who wants to have early view

of MSF’s happenings.
•  Creativity welcome.
•  Enjoys writing.
•  Attending meetings is optional.
•   Being familiar with Franklin’s preservation

efforts helpful; not required.
•  Suggested topics will be offered.
•  Resources provided. Online resources are excellent.

If you want to pursue this rewarding opportunity, 
PLEASE call or send e-mail: Judy Moenck (248) 
932-5829 or judymoenck@att.net.

Headlee Override in Voters’ Hands � is September
On September 13th, Franklin
Village voters will consider a
Headlee override for two millages. 
The two millages are a general 
services millage which supports the 
operation of the Police Department 
and Village administration, and
the fi re millage which covers the 
operation of the Fire Department.

A Headlee override would reset
the millage rate to its Charter 

maximum—3.5 mills for the general 
services millage and 1.5 for the fi re 
millage for a total of 5.0 mills. The 
current millage rates levied total 
3.6834 mills. If approved, the
Village Council is not required to 
levy the full increase of 1.3166 mills.

There will be a Headlee override 
informational community forum on 
August 23rd at the Franklin 
Community Church at 7 p.m. 

Questions will be answered as to 
how the Headlee override affects 
your tax bill.

Visit the Franklin Village website, 
which will have a tax calculator 
to help Villagers determine their 
own property tax increase prior to 
their election decision.

www.franklin.mi.us

Watch for your Round-Up raffl e tickets in 
the mail and remember to send back your 
ticket stubs and check made out to the 
Franklin Community Association. 

$15 gets you 18 chances to win AND
support the FCA’s great programs like 
Movies on the Green, the Franklin Villager
& Directory, Mobile Watch, Round Up
and the FCA Grounds: tennis courts,
playground, ball fi elds and gazebo.

OVER 100
GREAT PRIZES!

Thank you for your continued support!

ROUND-UP
RAFFLE TICKETS

Round-Up Needs Volunteers
If you haven’t already volunteered, we need your help

at the 67th annual Labor Day Round Up. 

Volunteer opportunities:

Sat., Sept. 3: set up, 10 a.m. to noon

Mon., Labor Day, Sept. 5:
Shifts include: 8-10 a.m., 10-noon, noon-2 p.m.,

2-4 p.m., and 4-6 p.m. (clean up)

Areas: raffl e tent, ticket sales, pony rides, midway 
games, kids’ craft tent, food tent.

You may request an area or we will fi ll you in where needed. 
Please request a specifi c time. Please include your full name.

Please contact Jane Polan at 248 626-2231
or J5Polan@aol.com to volunteer.

Calling All Goldens!
For the 15th year, Golden Retriever Rescue of 
Michigan (GRRoM) will be participating in the 
Labor Day Parade. Please join us for our 16th 
year—all Goldens are welcome! 
For more information, contact Paulette Lerman 
at 248.539.8842. For GRRoM info, call our 
hotline at 248.988.0154 or visit 
www.grrom.com or www.grrom.petfi nder.com.

Join us at the   
  Round Up
Join us at the   Bake Sale
Please bake your favorite brownies, muffi ns, cookies, cakes or 
pies for the 2011 Labor Day Franklin Roundup Bake Sale!

Questions? Please call or e-mail Bake Sale coordinators:

Lisa Weisman: 248-851-2039, lisaweisman15@gmail.com   
Illana Greenberg: 248-737-9222, illanagreenberg@aol.com
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Memorial Day Service
at Franklin Cemetery

NeighborNeighbor
Notes

Tuesday Night Adult 
Choose-Up Softball 
Program 

The group meets at Kaline 
Field, just south of the 
Gazebo, every Tuesday 
night for fun, camaraderie, 
a few exciting plays, and 
lots of “long gone” shots 
to the left fi eld hill. Please 
join us from 7-8:30 p.m.
 
Franklin Whittling Club 

The club continues to 
meet at the Gazebo the 
fi rst Monday night of 
every month for some 
chip making, storytelling, 
and just plain good times.  
Our next meeting will be 
7-8 p.m. Monday, August 
1st. Dues are $1 per 
meeting, but never 
collected, band-aids are 
readily available, and we 
meet rain or shine!

Dues Collection
Program
If you have not already 
done so, please send in 
your 2011 dues ($40), 
payable to The Franklin 
Community Association, 
PO Box 250046, Franklin, 
MI 48025.

Play Group
Tuesday mornings 10:30 -11:45 a.m.
September 6 – October 11

Oakland Schools and Great Parents, 
Great Start-Oakland will once again 
offer a play group at the library. These 
play groups are designed for parents 
and/or a caregiver and children ages 
0-3. The play group is designed to 
increase one-on-one parent-to-child 
interaction and to promote literacy 
and learning activities, including; 
hands on activities, stories, songs, 
music and movement. There is also 
a teaching component for parents to 
better understand how children learn, 
their physical abilities, relationships/
sense of self, communication and 
understanding of the world.  

Jewelry Making
Saturday, September 24, 2 p.m.

Spooky Doo
Sunday, October 30, 5:30 p.m.

It’s time for our Annual Spooky Doo 
party at the Library. Come dressed in 
your costume for a good old fashioned 
Halloween party. We’ll read some 
spooky stories, bob for doughnuts, 
make a craft to take home and snack 
on cider and doughnuts. As a fi nale 
all the kids will head to the gazebo 
for trick or treating. No registration 
required.

Book Discussion Group
Thursday, October 27, 7:30 p.m.

“Room is home to Jack…It’s where he 
was born,…where he and his Ma eat 
and sleep and play and learn…But to 
Ma it’s the prison where she has been 
held for seven years. …and she knows 
that Room cannot contain either much 
longer.” Join facilitator Adele Robins 
to discuss the book “Room,” by Emma 
Donoghue. All are welcome at the 
discussion.

Children’s Programs

Library Corner

For questions or to preregister 
for any programs, please call the 

library at 248.851.2254

Visit us online!  www.franklin.lib.mi.us
The Franklin Public Library can now be found on

Adult Programs

LAST CALL for Franklin directory 
updates and advertising
All Villagers are listed in the upcoming directory. We have names and 
addresses, but need phone numbers for all NEW residents. If you haven’t 
already given the FCA (or emailed Jane) your number please do so at 
J5Polan@aol.com. Interested in advertising? Please email Anna Marie 
immediately at: amr@realtor.com. Upon completion, the FCA Franklin 
Directory will be mailed to all residents.

Get exposure!
List your next event in 
the Franklin Villager.

A true “Norman Rockwell” scene is how Memorial Day 
speaker Dr. David Roberts described the gathering of 
friends and neighbors on a beautiful, hot summer day 
in our historic cemetery. This brought tears to the 
eyes of about 300 people gathered together to pay 
tribute to all of our veterans and their families—those 
who are still with us, and those who have passed 
before. Surrounded by the lovely headstones of our 
forebears, one could not help but be touched by 
gratitude for the sacrifi ces of all the 249 veterans 
who are laid to rest in the Franklin Cemetery. They 
served our country as long ago as the War of 1812, 
and each has a fl ag placed on his or her grave. Many 
veterans of more recent wars were in attendance and 
recognized for their sacrifi ces.

This year’s service honored in particular veterans who served in the Civil War, 
since 2011 is the 150th anniversary of the start of the Civil War. The Cemetery 
Association raised funds to purchase special fl ag holder/markers for the graves 
of each of the 24 Civil War and 4 War of 1812 veterans. Generous grants from 
the Franklin Historical Society and the John W. Hunter Questers #142 group 
from Birmingham helped with this effort. Reverend Jim Greer of the Franklin 
Community Church blessed and dedicated these markers.  

Cemetery Director 
Judy Meade, who 
served as Master of 
Ceremonies, intro-
duced honored guests 
at the service; Dr. 
David Roberts, author 
of “Tansy Bitters, 
Tansy Sweet,” a book 
about the Civil War 
set in Franklin, 
delivered an interesting 
talk titled “Franklin: 
A Civil War Sampler;” 

Kristin Jahnke brought to life Franklin during the winter of 1865 when she 
appeared as the charming Rachel Van Every, daughter of Colonel Peter Van 
Every, who built what is now the Franklin Cider Mill.

The Cemetery Association is happy to present this moving service every year, 
and hopes you and your family will join them next year. They have started a Flag 
Fund to purchase new fl ags for each veteran’s grave, and are accepting tax-
deductible donations c/o P.O. Box 250638, Franklin, MI 48025-0638. Choice 
burial plots are still available for purchase in historic Franklin Cemetery. The 
cemetery has been owned and operated by its members since 1827 as the 
non-profi t Franklin Cemetery Association. If you are considering selecting a fi nal 
resting place for you and your family, and would like further information, please 
contact Judy Meade, Cemetery Director, at 248.626.8537.

Photos by Ingo Rautenberg



Eco-Friendly Activities to

Keep the Rouge 
River Clean

Are You Over-Mulching?
As benefi cial as mulch is, too much can kill trees and 
shrubs. Michigan landscapes are falling victim to a plague 
of over-mulching. No more than 2 to 3 inches of mulch 
should be used. Piling up mulch around the trunk or stem 
in a “mulch volcano” will eventually kill the tree. Thick 
blankets of mulch can become matted and actually prevent 
water and air from getting to the roots. Follow these key 
points below for proper tree mulching:

When Mulching At the Time of Tree Planting:
•   Dig shallow planting holes 2 to 3 times as 

wide as the root ball;
•   All wires, tags, and burlap should be removed 

from the tree;
•   Prune dead or crushed roots with sharp pruning 

shears to make clean cuts.
•   Only stake trees with large crowns, or those 

situated on windy sites;
•   Backfi ll holes with existing soil. Compost can be added 

(if it is well mixed with the soil) to compacted soils;
•   Place compost on top of the ground after planting.

Compost contributes benefi cial bacteria and helps 
hold water;

•  Mulch lightly (2 to 3 inches) with aged wood chips;
•   Mulch should be kept away from the base of the tree 

and spread over the surface to the drip line or crown.  
Think “mulch donuts” – not “mulch volcanoes.”

After-Care:
•   Water is crucial for proper tree establishment. If it is hot, 

1 inch per week is needed (regardless of the amount 
of precipitation that is received). If gator bags are used, 
they should be fi lled twice per week;

•   Replace mulch each year. Keep grass and weeds out of 
the mulched area, since they compete with the tree for 
water and nutrients;

•   Reduce or eliminate herbicide use near tree and in 
surrounding lawn;

•   To protect the tree trunk, keep lawn mowers and weed 
chips away from the base of the tree;

•   Fertilizer should only be applied only after the fi rst year, 
and only if nutrient defi ciencies in the soil have been 
identifi ed.

For more information, contact MSU Oakland County 
Extension at: (248) 858-0887, or Southeastern 
Oakland County Water Authority at: (248) 288-5150.

76

FranklinMain Street

A Charrette is an intensive planning session where 
citizens, designers and others collaborate on a vision for a 
given area in which various stakeholders and experts are 
brought together to address a particular design issue, from 
a single building to a complete downtown, or in Franklin’s 
case, the historic Village Center. It’s a creative burst of 
energy that builds momentum and sets a course to meet 
its goals while providing a forum for ideas with immediate 
feedback from the designers to the participants. 

During a design Charrette, a 
design team quickly develops 
ideas based on a public vision, 
displays them for review, and 
then continues to refi ne them 
based on addition input after 
further review.

Why do we need one in 
Franklin?
Franklin has been evolving and 
changing since its beginning
in 1824 when Dillucena 
Stoughton began clearing the 
heavily forested land to build 
his house and plant his crops. 
Development and growth have 
been taking place ever since. 
In 1834 George Matthews 
became what is today 
recognized as Franklin’s 
fi rst land developer as he 
sought to meet the needs of 
the pioneers that were 
swarming into Oakland County 
with a vision of providing 
services and markets in Franklin 
to the many newcomers.

By the mid- to late-1800s, 
Franklin had a bustling village 
center that was home to black-
smiths, a grocer, a tinsmith, a 
dressmaker, a barber, a wagon 
maker, a shoemaker, physi-
cians, a painter, a fruit tree 
agent, a hotel, a fl our mill, and 

a cheese maker—just to name a few. By the early 1900s, 
farmers within a 40-mile radius were bringing apples to the 
local cider mill for processing. 

Over the years, the vitality of the village center has ebbed 
and fl owed, buildings have changed uses as the needs 
required, and people have come and gone, but the New 
England rural charm of the Village has remained. 

With past Community Master Plans in place, and an update 
on the horizon, the Village Center’s Design Charrette will 

give us the opportunity to create 
a vision that encourages a lively, 
sustainable, and pedestrian-
friendly business district while 
respecting its diverse history 
and natural charm.

Types of issues the Charrette 
will address:  
•  Public rights-of-way 
•  Pedestrian circulation
•  Parking lots 
•  The built environment
•  The natural environment
•  Infi ll potential
•  Future land use
•   Sustainability/green issues 

and strategies

How does it work?
Day 1: All the sessions will 
take place at the Franklin 
Community Church. The public 
is invited to an introductory 
session from 6:30 p.m. until 9 
p.m. where an overview of the 
various informational galleries 
and Charrette process will be 
given. An informal awareness 
walk will take place after the 
introductory session. The pur-
pose of the awareness walk is 
to allow participants to stroll 
through the Village Center 
at their own pace (it is highly 
encouraged that this activity 

NOT be done in a group context so as to allow for more 
accurate individual feedback) and to take notes about 
various aspects of the Village Center. The individual will 
share this feedback in one of the public input sessions on 
either August 10 or 11. It is absolutely not mandatory to 
be at the introductory session to participate in the actual 
Charrette. The Charrette schedule is designed to allow the 
greatest fl exibility, and thus the greatest participation from 
interested citizens.

Days 2 and 3: The public input gallery will be open from 
8 a.m. until 8 p.m. on August 10 and from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on August 11. Individuals will be able to either make an 
appointment to attend a 1-hour session during the day, or 
drop in at the top of the hour or participate in a 1-hour 
session. Each session may include a group of people or 
just one individual, depending on the number of participants 
at a given time. 

During the hourly sessions, participants will have the 
opportunity to walk through the various informational 
galleries, sit at an input table, and work with one of the 
Charrette facilitators who will gather the individual visions 
and pass them on to the design team. 

The information galleries will include:
•  Past and current Master Plans and other studies
•   Historic photos and the Historic District Commission Guidelines
•  The Village Center Brand Discovery process and outcomes
•  The Essence of Franklin video
•  Demographic information
•  Sustainability information
•  Precedent photos and ideas

The design team (consisting of professional planners, 
designers, and architects) will take the public’s visions and 
translate them into visual design concepts that will be 
displayed for all to see. The process is organic and ongoing, 
with participants being able to view the work previously 
generated throughout the one- and one-half day sessions.

End of Day 3: A public presentation from 6:30 p.m. until 
8 p.m. will offer design team and facilitators the opportunity 
to show the fi nal Charrette results that have been gathered 
over the previous days’ sessions. 

The goal: The end goal of the Design Charrette is to gather 
all of our ideas, concepts, and comments and then pass 
them on for synthesis by a consultant (who will be selected 
through an RFP process) to create a Village Center Vision 
Plan. This plan will become a useful tool for the Planning 
Commission, Village Council, Historic District Commission 
and Main Street Franklin as we work together to revitalize 
the Village Center in a historically sensitive way. 

Still have questions?
Contact Vivian Carmody at 260.438.3872 or email her at 
vivian@mainstreetfranklinmi.com. See you at the Charrette!

UPDATE
WE CHARRETTE…DO YOU CHARRETTE?

What in the world is a CHARRETTE?

Please plan to attend
Main Street Franklin’s

Design Charrette

Aug. 9, 6:30 to 9 p.m.: Introductory Ses-
sion and Awareness Walk

Aug. 10, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.:
Input Gallery Open

Aug. 11, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.:
Input Gallery Open

Aug. 11, 6:30 p.m.:
Public Presentation

Design Charrettes are public workshops 
that include community members, design 
professionals, and other project staff. The 
goal of the charette process is to capture the 
vision, values, and ideas of the community 
as they relate to the historic Village Business 
Center—with designers sketching to create 
alternatives and ideas as fast as they can be 
generated by the participants.



Be Part of the Round Up!
Bake Sale:  Lisa Weisman (248) 851-2039

Classic Cars:  Bob Smith (248) 626-5474

Garden Club/Contest:  Phyllis Dimitroff (248) 626-2826

Parade:  Dede & Warren Robinson (248) 851-7019

Volunteers:  Jane Polan (248) 626-2231
& Amie Saltzman (248) 626-1153

2011 Round Up2011 Round Up
Better Than Ever!

JOIN US ON LABOR DAY!
Enjoy some delicious FOOD, scratch some ears at the 

PETTING FARM, march in the PARADE with 

DETROIT TIGERS’ PAWS, win something fun at the 

MIDWAY GAMES, ride a PONY, check out some

vintage wheels at the CLASSIC CAR SHOW, be amazed

at the MAGICIAN’S show, snack on some SANDY 

CANDY and KETTLE CORN, laugh at the the CLOWNS, 

bounce around on the GIANT INFLATABLES, bid on

great AUCTION items, buy some BAKED GOODS

and indulge on HOT DOGS and ICE CREAM!

      All this and MUCH MORE
   at this year’s ROUND UP!

   31st    Year!

2011 Labor Day Parade Entry Form

CLASSIC CAR ENTRY FORM
Do you have a classic car that you would like to enter in the FCA’s
Annual Labor Day Parade on Monday, September 5? To enter, please 
complete this form and mail to: Bob Smith, Classic Car Chairman, 
26069 Shelley Lynn Ct., Franklin, MI 48025 Questions? Call Bob 
at 248.626.5474 for more information.

Franklin Garden Club News
As summer days become shorter and the harvest crop is
ripening on the vine and in the fi elds, it is once again time
to plan ahead for the Franklin Labor Day Round-Up. 
Franklin Garden Club members will have a booth where they 
will sell potted perennials and household plants. Your donations 
are needed! Also needed are entries for our vegetable, fruit 
and fl ower competition.  Flowers should be arranged in quart 
mason jars or quart mayonnaise jars. This could be your 
year to take home the blue ribbon! These donations may be 
dropped off on Phyllis Dimitroff’s front porch at any time or at 

the booth on Labor Day.

We also need volunteers to 
work in the booth, decorate 
the fl oat and angels to walk in 
the parade. If you have any 
questions, please call Phyllis 
at 248-626-2826.

Calling All Franklin Round-Up 
Silent Auction Fans! 
Our annual Silent Auction at the Round-Up receives 
a lot of support and enables us to add funds to the 
Franklin Community Association’s programs. For 
those of you who contributed and/or purchased 
auction items, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR 
GENEROSITY—LET’S KEEP UP THE MOMENTUM!

And for those of you who were not able to participate, 
here’s another chance to support all of the Franklin 
activities that many of us have come to enjoy so
very much! Please consider donating an item, or
a service, for this year’s Silent Auction, and be an 
enthusiastic and generous bidder on Labor Day. 
Please bid early and bid often!

Please contact Jesse Polan, 248-514-1663 or 
email: j5polan@aol.com with your donation
commitments and to ask any questions. 

Name__________________________________________ Address _____________________________________

Phone______________________ Car Make/Model/Year _____________________________________________ 

Comments___________________________________________________________________________________

The FCA needs your help to make this the best Labor Day Parade ever! Don’t stand on the
sidelines! Join in! Please send this completed form to: Warren Robinson, Chair, 26460 Woodlore, 
Franklin, MI 48025. Questions? Call Warren at 248.851.7019 for more information.

Name__________________________________ Address __________________________

Phone______________________

My Parade entry will be (please select): 

________Horse-drawn carriage or wagon   ________Float (hand pulled)

________Float (golf cart pulled)   ________Dog   ________Horse & rider   

________Costumed walker(s) ________Decorated bicycle   

________Other (please specify) _________________________________________________
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Franklin Mobile Watch Needs You!
Your participation makes a difference in
your neighborhood and community!
It’s no accident that Franklin Village is fortunate to have 
a low crime rate. The outstanding service provided by 
our Police Department is the primary reason for it. Your 
active Mobile Watch plays a key support role. This 
continues only with your active participation. We need you!

You can join the Franklin Village Mobile Watch and
participate in the Zone Patrol program. We encourage 
you to do so. Your participation will help ensure that
your neighborhood receives maximum coverage by the 
Mobile Watch. If you are not sure which Zone you reside 
in, call Madeline Haddad at 855-3390 and she can 
inform you.

The Franklin Village Mobile Watch is a vital volunteer 
effort sponsored by the Franklin Police and generously 
funded by the Franklin Community Association (the
group that provides the park, the Labor Day Round-Up 
and a number of other great community services). Your 
involvement can make a difference and promises to be a 
fun and sociable experience for you with your neighbors 
at our monthly meetings. Zone Patrols require less than 
an hour of your time each month (one hour a month??? 
Are you kidding?? No Adam, we are not kidding!). Please 
contact Madeline Haddad at 855-3390 or the Franklin 
Police at 626-9672 for more information. The Mobile 
Watch meets the last Thursday of each month at 7:30 
p.m. at the Broughton House. Join the team and “Get into 
the Zone!” Your participation will make a difference in 
your neighborhood and in your community!

Attention all Mobile Watch Members…
Attention all Mobile Watch Members… Although we
would like you to attend our monthly meetings regularly, 
we understand that circumstances may prevent your
participation from time to time. If you cannot attend a 
meeting, please contact Cathy Pikulas and let her know 
when you will patrol. Please remember to honor and fulfi ll 
your commitment to patrol at least one time per month.

YES! I want to join the Franklin Village Mobile Watch!!

Name:

Address:

Evening Phone:

Interested in joining?
Please contact Madeline Haddad 
(855-3390) or the Franklin Police (626-
9672), or fi ll out this form and mail to:

Madeline Haddad – Mobile Watch 
c/o Franklin Police Department, 
32325 Franklin Rd., Franklin, MI 48025

So, the Bar-B-Q has been working overtime, poolside parties are in full swing, vacation plans or trip to the summer cottage 
are either underway or soon to be and the lawn?? Well if you water regularly, it’s looking great (sorry, mine with all of the heat 
and sparse rain, is a tad “suntanned”). It is summer and that is a great time to enjoy our beautiful environment. One good 
thing… the mosquitoes have been a bit lighter this year so far, haven’t they?

Unfortunately, the bad guys never seem to take a respite from doing bad things despite the wonderful summer season. 
Although the Mobile Watch is out there (could be a lot more out there if you joined us) and the vigilance of our outstanding 
police department keeps them in check, there have been a few items worth noting and for you to pay attention to.

•  A larceny from an auto on Birchway
•  An attempted larceny from an auto on Nottingham (the auto alarm sounded and scared the perpetrator off)
•  Another larceny from an auto on Hawthorne
•  A rear window found pried open on Brookwood
•  A larceny from a home on Wellington. Contractors in the home during this time.
•  A telephone fraud on Inkster
•  A larceny from an auto parked at the Market Basket 

Remember the old television commercial where the baritone voiced guy demanded that you “Lock your doors… take your keys?”

A lot of home invasions and other break-ins have been occurring in communities around us. Bingham Farms, Farmington 
Hills, West Bloomfi eld, Bloomfi eld Township and Southfi eld have all experienced these crimes. They are all around us. Should 
you see something happening at your neighbor’s home that just doesn’t look right, such as one or two guys walking around 
and climbing through a door wall or window, a strange car or truck parked in the drive at your neighbor’s house while you 
know they are away, or someone knocking at your door asking if Warren lives there (you don’t know Warren, and he doesn’t 
live next to you or down the street, they are casing your place to see whether or not YOU are home). If this happens, please 
contact the Franklin Police. Let them check it out. That is what they do and they do it oh so well!

Don’t forget… we all go on vacation, many of us this time of the year. Make sure your “keyholder”—whomever that is—has a 
key and access to your home (including the burglar/fi re alarm code…you do have a centrally monitored alarm system and 
are actively using it, don’t you?). Let your trusted neighbor know that you are going to be away and give him or her your cell 
number “just-in-case” he or she needs to contact you. Should they see activity at your house that just doesn’t seem to be 
right while you are away, they can call the police to check it out. Better still, use the “Away Notice” service that our police 
department provides (just because they love us). It’s easy. Go to the police station, let them know the dates you will be out 
of town, fi ll out the simple form that has contact information and such and, viola! The police will make special patrols at your 
house. They will drive up your driveway, get out of the car and check around the property, make sure everything looks to be 
OK. If nothing else, the bad guys casing your place will see that the police are on it. As such, the bad guys will leave with an 
unfulfi lled opportunity. Make sense? Sure it does.

Lots happening at the Mobile Watch that your curiosity compels you to come on by and check out. New members Japie
Loehrke and Mark Ohm who reside on Briarcliff recently joined us. YOU should join us. 

Nominees for Mobile Watch offi cers and an election were recently held. Dave Angel for Chairman, Suzanne McClow for Vice 
Chairman, Bob Francis for Treasurer and Mary Ellen Holiday for secretary. Want to know who won? Well, you’ll simply need to 
come to the next Mobile Watch meeting to fi nd out. The last Thursday of the month, 7:30 p.m. at the Broughton House (aka 
the Village Offi ce).

So, when you are walking down to the Village Center on a delightful summer evening, perhaps to enjoy a frosty treat at the 
ice cream shop, or to gather tonight’s supper at the market, or a delightful meal and libation at the local grill, get your photo 
taken, your teeth cleaned, or a massage, a spa treatment, new jewelry, the latest fashion or to pick up the laundry, remem-
ber that you could also be mobile watching, or walking watching, jogging watching, or even bike riding watching. It’s all mo-
bile and it’s all a way to give back to your community. Won’t you?   — Rick Kozlowski

Franklin Police &
Mobile Watch

LATE
SUMMER
2011 The Matthew Bittker Foundation, in conjunction 

with the Franklin Baseball League, held its Inaugural 
Invitational Baseball Tournament on the Franklin 
Community Association and Franklin Community 
Church fi elds Friday, July 8 through Sunday, July 10. 

In addition to six Franklin Baseball League teams 
in the U9, U11, and U14 age divisions, teams from 
surrounding communities including Beverly Hills, 
Canton, North Farmington/West Bloomfi eld, 
Northville, Novi, Rochester Hills, and other locations 
as well, helped to make the event a huge success.  

On Saturday afternoon, about 100 of the players 
and spectators participated in the Home Run Derby 
festivities at Kaline fi eld.  Throughout the weekend, 
a small army of dedicated volunteers set things up, 
ran activities, helped to staff a fully stocked 
concession stand that provided (and delivered via 
a team of loaded refreshment “wagons”) delicious 
food and cold drinks to players and fans, prepared 
the fi elds and stands, and cleaned things up. The 
Matthew Bittker Foundation displayed their “It’s 
What Matters” signature apparel, including the 
Inaugural Tournament t-shirts, which were 
presented to all players on the winning teams.  
 
As a result of the tireless efforts of many volunteers, 
sponsors, and the public, the event raised over 
$10,000 for the Matthew Bittker Foundation. The 
proceeds will be used to help fund research in an 
effort to fi nd a cure for Neuroblastoma and other 
forms of pediatric cancer. Planning for next year’s 
tournament has already begun. Please visit 
www.itswhatmatters.org for additional information 
about the Matthew Bittker Foundation.

The grounds looked great, the competition was 
terrifi c, the refreshments were fabulous, the 
atmosphere was pure Franklin, and a good time 
was had by all. Please plan on attending next year!

Matthew Bittker Foundation 
Baseball Fundraiser a Success
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Music on the Green 
July 27: Conge Blonde - Classic Rock

Movies on the Green
July 27 following the concert:
How To Train Your Dragon
August 3: My Favorite Martian
August 10: BIG

Movies & Music
On the Green

Get Informed! 
Hundreds of Franklin 
residents receive
our “Going On in 
Franklin” emails...
concert and movie 
dates, FCA events, 
merchant updates...and more! 
If you would like to be added 
to the list, email Jane Polan at 
J5Polan@aol.com today!

On August 2nd from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. the Franklin-Bingham Farms 
Police Department will be holding an open house for “National 
Night Out.” This is a national event that is designed to strengthen 
communities by encouraging partnerships between residents and 
their police department. The goal is to heighten crime prevention 
awareness and build support and participation in local crime 
prevention programs.

This is the second year that the Franklin-Bingham Farms Police 
Department will be participating in this event. There will be crime 
prevention handouts that include a “Safer Seniors”  booklet that 
covers personal safety, home security, fraud awareness and travel 
tips for seniors. For children there will be coloring books, pencils, rul-
ers and Jr. Police badges.

The police department’s mounted offi cers will be present and a 
police car and fi re truck will be on display. Hot dogs, snacks and 
drinks will be provided.

Please mark the date on your calendar! We look forward to seeing 
you at the police station on August 2nd for “National Night Out.”

—Patrick Browne, Chief of Police

Franklin Police Dept. Hosts 2nd
National Night Out


