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FEBRUARY 2009

By Michael Seltzer, FCA President

On a snowy December day, there 
was an excitement in the Village that 
hadn’t been witnessed since the ear-
ly 70s when the last historic home 
in Franklin was moved to its present 
location on Scenic Drive. That home 
is the home my wife and I live in 
called “Franklin House.” Moved from 
its previous location on Northwestern 
Highway where it had been operat-
ing as a restaurant, this circa 1840 
home has seen decades of change 
in our unique and historic Village. So 
when enlisted to be a part of current 
history, I passionately agreed that 

saving the Kreger properties — also 
on Scenic Drive — was a noble and 
worthwhile cause, particularly as a 
benefit to our entire community. So 
that December afternoon, after two 
whirlwind months of regular meet-
ings, planning and strategizing, the 
move finally came to fruition. There 
are numerous people involved in this 
historic preservation and the work 
continues. Were it not for a thought-
ful new owner — dedicated Franklin 
Trustee Bill Lamott and wife Ann — as 
well as dozens of others who have 
been working long into the night for 
days and weeks and months, these 

continued on page 3

Kreger Buildings Successfully Moved to New Village Campus
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Dues Notices to 
Arrive In Due Course

FCANews
The annual drive to maintain 
your FCA is underway and you 
will likely be receiving or have 
already received our 2009 dues 
notice which will look similar 
to last year — and the previous 
twenty years — because we  
haven’t changed our annual  
$40 dues in that time.

Please send yours in today 
and then you’ll have the great 
pleasure of seeing your name 
listed as a much-appreciated 
donor to the FCA and avoid the 
embarrassment of NOT being 
listed...in our next issue.

Save the Date!
FCA

Annual Spring 
Wine Tasting
Saturday, April 18

7:30 PM
(See details on page 2)



Robert “Bob” Hampson passed away 
on Jan. 21, 2009 after a short illness. 
This longtime Franklin resident was a 
“giant” of a man — tall, distinguished, 
respected. A resident of the Village 
on Woodlore since 1949, Bob and his 
wife, Puff, raised their 5 children here.

Bob grew up in California, attended 
Harvard for his undergraduate and 
graduate degrees and then entered 
the Navy during WWII, where as an 
ensign he met Puff. After the war 
ended, he joined Ford Motor Company 
in 1947 in the financial analyst office. 
Over the next 32 years, he moved 
steadily through the management 
ranks and retired as Executive Vice 
President in 1979.

Bob, along with others, purchased 
the tract of land now known as the 
“Village Green” where the library sits. 
To prevent the land from being sold 
to developers, they held it until the 
Village was able to purchase from them. 
The Village has enjoyed this beautiful 
tract of land for the past 50 years.

Bob also assisted the Village in many, 
many ways through the years — from 
advising council members to the FCA 
activities to Franklin Baseball, the 
Franklin Community Church, assisting 
the police and fire departments with 
procuring vehicles (Ford of course!) to 
being a great citizen of our Village.

Franklin will miss Bob!

Our Birmingham School District Garage Sale 
will be held at Berkshire Middle School on 
Sat., March 28, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m..  

Donations appreciated: clothing, toys, 
books, furniture, sports equipment, bicycles, 
electronics, small appliances, housewares; 
tax forms are available.

Drop off at Berkshire: Thu., Mar. 26 from 
4-8 p.m. and Fri., Mar. 27 from 10 a.m. - 7p.m.
For more information, contact Jane Polan:
248.626.2231 or J5Polan@aol.com

In Memoriam
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THE event of the year is the 
annual FCA Spring Wine Tasting, 
and this year is very special. This 
event will be held in the home 
of Sandy and Allan Bittker, at 
25325 Devon Lane. Their 
beautiful home is ours for the 
evening of our great wine tasting, 
spectacular appetizers from Chef 
Carl and the Market Basket, and 
includes valet parking and a night 

of mingling with your Franklin 
friends and neighbors. A sports 
auction will also be featured. 
Tickets will be on sale at Franklin 
Village stores in April and are  
$50 each — with all proceeds 
going to support your Franklin 
Community Association. Save  
the date and invite your friends 
for a very special evening you 
won’t want to miss!

FCA Spring Wine Tasting
Save the Date! Saturday, April 18, 7:30 PM

Garden Club
The Franklin Branch of the WNF&GA will hold 
its 23rd Annual Garden Walk on Wed., June 10. 
We will feature six to eight private gardens,  
with an emphasis on sustainability. The gardens  
range from small and intimate to a grand European-style  
estate. As always, we will also hold our popular salad  
luncheon and gazebo boutique. The hours are from  
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and from 6-9 p.m.  Walk tickets are $10  
in advance and $12 on the day of the tour. Luncheon 
 tickets are $10. Order tickets by sending a check  
with a stamped, self-addressed envelope and choice  
of 11:30 or 1:00 luncheon seating to: WNF&GA Franklin 
Branch, P.O. Box 250194, Franklin, MI  48025-0194. 
For more information, call 248.737.0914 or  
248.626.6514 or visit www.franklingardenclub.org.

Birmingham Schools Garage Sale

There will be an informational gathering 
opportunity for residents to learn what is 
being proposed for pathways in the Village. 
The meeting will be Wed., March 18 at 
7:30 p.m. at the Village Hall offices. Please 
call 248.626.9666 for more info.

Village Pathways Public Meeting

Letter from the Chief:
I want to thank Michael Seltzer for extending an invitation to the police department to submit 
an article for the Villager. It’s an opportunity for the police department to keep residents 
informed about crime trends that are occurring in the area and to recommend prevention & 
safety tips. For our first article I want to cover information about residential break-ins. 

During 2008 there was one residential break-in reported in Franklin. This is a significant 
improvement from 2003, when 12 break-ins were reported. By working with the Franklin 
Mobile Watch and the community, we are hoping to bring this number down to zero. We 
know that the vast majority of break-ins occur between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and there are 
some things homeowners can do to lessen the risk of becoming the victim of a break-in.

—  Make your house appear to be occupied at all times
—  Have a good alarm system installed, and make sure to use it
—  Use high-quality dead bolt locks
—  Always lock your doors and windows 
—  Use adequate exterior lighting
—  Do not have trees or shrubs concealing your windows or doors
—  Own a dog
—  Keep your garage door closed
—  Consider having a safe installed that is secured to the floor 

I hope 2009 is a safe and enjoyable year for everyone.

Respectfully, Chief Patrick Browne

Franklin Mobile Watch Needs You!
Your participation makes a difference in your neighborhood and community

We encourage you to join the Franklin Village Mobile Watch and participate in the Zone 
Patrol program. Your participation will help ensure that your neighborhood receives  
maximum coverage by the Mobile Watch. If you are not sure which Zone you reside in, 
call Madeline Haddad at 248-855-3390 and she can inform you.

The Franklin Village Mobile Watch is a vital volunteer effort sponsored by the Franklin 
Police and generously funded by the Franklin Community Association (the group that 
provides the park, the Labor Day Round-up, Winter Festival and a number of other great 
community services). Your involvement can make a difference, and promises to be a fun 
and sociable experience for you and your neighbors at our monthly meetings, as well 
as provides extra sets of eyes looking out for your neighbors and community. Patrols 
require less than an hour of your time each month. Please contact Madeline Haddad at  
248-855-3390 or the Franklin Police at 248-626-9672 for more information. The Mobile 
Watch meets the last Thursday of each month at 7:30 p.m. at the Broughton House.

Attention all Mobile Watch Members…
Although we would like you to attend meetings 
regularly, we understand that circumstances 
may prevent your participation from time to 
time. If you cannot attend a meeting, please 
contact Cathy Pikulas and let her know when 
you will patrol. Please remember to honor and 
fulfill your commitment to patrol at least one 
time per month.

Mobile Watch
Franklin Police &

Catalytic converters were 
stolen from two cars

Bank of America, at 13 Mile 
and Telegraph, was robbed

Home alarms not going off 
and/or not being reported by 
the alarm company

Vehicle in a parking lot had a 
window smashed and a GPS stolen

Laptops stolen from a business

Car broken into at night and 
an i-pod, cash and credit cards 
were stolen

Car up on blocks taken from 
the backyard garden and the 
wheels were stolen

Homeowner had their credit 
card, a diamond ring and a 
$100 gift card stolen

A man in a black Ford van was 
reported to have been watching 
young boys. The boys ran home 
and the van took off. A similar 
van and driver was reported 
trying to abduct a 15-year-old 
girl in Oak Park. Also, a home- 
owner in West Bloomfield upon 
arriving at her house reported a 
man coming out of her front door 
matching a similar description

Here is a sampling of what has 
been reported by the Franklin 
Police as of press time:

I’m in for Mobile Watch!!

Name:

Address:

Evening Phone:

Interested in joining? 
Please contact Madeline Haddad or 
the Franklin Police, or fill out this form 
and mail to: 

Madeline Haddad – Mobile Watch 
c/o Franklin Police Department, 
32325 Franklin Rd., Franklin, MI 48025
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February 2009
2 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
9 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
9 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
16  Village Hall Closed, Presidents’ Day

Regular Trash Collection, Mon. & Tue. pickups
18 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
19 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

March 2009
2 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
9 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
9 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
18 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
19 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

April 2009
1 Yard Waste Pickup resumes
6 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
10 Village Hall Closed, 1/2 day
13 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
13 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
15  Planning Commission   7:30 p.m. 

meeting to be held at the Franklin Community Church
16 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

May 2009
4 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
11 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
11 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
18 Village Council, Public Budget Hearing   8:00 p.m. (tentative)

20 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
21 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.
25  Village Hall Closed, Memorial Day

Trash collection delayed one day, Tue. & Wed. pickups

June 2009
1 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
6  Hazardous Waste Day   9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

on the Village Green (tentative)

8 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
8 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
17 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
18 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

July 2009
3 Village Hall Closed
6 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
13 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
13 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
15  Planning Commission   6:00 p.m. 

different time due to Music on the Green

16 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

August 2009
3 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
10 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
10 Village Council   8:00 PM
19 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m. 
20 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.

September 2009
7  Village Hall Closed/Labor Day Round Up

Trash collection delayed one day, Tue. & Wed. pickups
9 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
14 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
14 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
15 Village Election   7:00 AM - 8:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
17 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.
21 Village Council Organization Meeting   8:00 p.m.

October 2009
5 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
12 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
12 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
15 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.
21 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.

November 2009
2 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
9 Waste Water Management Board   7:45 p.m.
9 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
18 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
19 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.
26 Village Hall Closed
27 Village Hall Closed
30 Last Day for yard waste pickup

December 2009
7 Historic District Commission   7:30 p.m.
14 Waste Water Management Board   7:45  p.m.
14 Village Council   8:00 p.m.
16 Planning Commission   7:30 p.m.
17 Zoning Board of Appeals   7:30 p.m.
24 Village Hall Closed
25 Village Hall Closed
31 Village Hall Closed

Franklin VillageCalendar2009

Dates/times subject to change. 
Check Village of Franklin website for updates 
and/or changes: www.franklin.mi.us

Also thanks to the support of the following for their 
help with our Kreger Project:  C&A — Dan Jacobs, Fred 
Christian, AT&T, Comcast, Clearlinx, DTE, Greenscapes, 
Franklin Police Dept., Bloomfield TV — Steve Rota, 
Craig Kallen, Brooklyn Custom Homes

Thank you for your donation!
Preservation Donors as of Feb., 2009

Kreger, from pg. 1
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properties would have likely been demolished. Instead, they 
are now re-located to our Village “green” area and are  
envisioned for community-wide use for a number of events, 
meetings and celebrations for decades to come. There are 
many good ideas for these properties, and you likely have 
heard some. Presently, we are in need of your help to make 
our vision a reality. We are in a matching pledge drive mode 
with the Franklin Foundation providing a matching grant of 
$50,000, so your donations up to that amount double to 
$100,000!  We intend to reach our goals and stage the  
development of these properties using private funding, and 
there are naming rights available for company and family 
trust donations. We thank the many who have donated thus 
far and ask you to please visit our website to learn more and 
make your donation online. www.kregerhouse.org

Benjamin Franklin:
Craig Bauer & Family

Elijah Bullock:
Burton & Suzy Farbman
John & Dayle Hoffecker
Ann & Bill Lamott
Gary & Debbie Roberts

Daniel Broughton:
Pat Burke & Lew Eads
Karen & Gerry Cohen
Walter & Kathleen Denison
Judy & Steve Ernst
Ann & Alan Frank
Teri & Mark Goodman
George & Madeline Haddad
Diane & John Lake
Suzanne & Roger McClow
Kasey & Patrick McQueen
Irving & Barbara Nusbaum
Lori & Maurice Pogoda
Ilene P. Schwartz
Deborah Tyner & Rick Herman

Friends:
Mrs. Donald Atwood
Roz & Stanford Blanck
Joan Brawer
The Bridges Family
Jim & Bonnie Cook
Paul & Kathleen Corrigan
Ben Despard
Jeff & Gloria Despard
Linda Deutsch
Gail Dishell
Katherine Erlich
Leslie & Mark Frick
Aviva & Dean Friedman
Marcia Gershenson
Byron & Dorothy Gerson

Gorback Studio
Barb & J. Hailey
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hammerle
Mr. & Mrs. Robert J. Hampson
Alan Harnisch
Betty-lee & Donal Hepworth
Pat & Gene Hill
Thomas K. Hook
Mathilda Horst
Steve, Diana & Brett Howard
Dave & Sue Johnson
Anne Jones
James & Linda Keller
Rita Kerr
Carol Kutak
Jerome Lebow
Mary Jane & Bob Major
Randy McElroy
Jane McKee
Felicia & Imre Molnar
Ira & Gail Mondry
George Pickering
Cathy Pikulas
Betty & Henry Potoczak
Chris & Tricia Pray
John C. Pulker
Ronald & Ruth Ross
Newton C. Ruch
Enrique & Lucy Sabbagh
Amie Saltzman
Debbe Saperstein
Sandy & Alan Schwartz
Barry Silverman
Linda & Scott Sircus
Mike & Lori Seltzer
John Staran
Nancy & Russell Thayer
Darryl & Shari Rogers
Yanke Designs
Joyce & David Watters
Frank Zaski

You Can Help!
Please send us an email to volunteer or visit our website and 
click on “donate online” to help save the Kreger properties.

Recognition Levels:
Benjamin Franklin:  $10,000
Dillucena Stoughton:  $5,000 - $9999
Elijah Bullock:  $1000 - $4999
Daniel Broughton:  $500 - $999
Kreger House Friend:  $25 - $499

Naming Rights  An opportunity exists for the rights
to naming: Community Barn • The Commons • House Room 
1 • House Room 2 • House Room 3.
Please contact Bill Lamott at 248.538.0273.

Supporting Organizations  The Franklin Garden Club, The 
Franklin Historic District Commission, Franklin Community 
Association, Franklin Historical Society, The Franklin Foundation

Email: info@kregerhouse.org
Photos by Les Gorback

The move finally 
began at 8 a.m. on 
December 18, and 
took a total of 4 
hours to complete

Cable and electrical 
lines had to be moved 

along the route

Television cameras and many 
Franklin Villagers witnessed 
this historic occasion

Bill Lamott breaks  
ground on the Kreger 

buildings’ final locations 
on the Village Campus



FranklinBaseball
Founded in 1955, the Franklin 
Baseball League enjoys a rich 
history and is truly a part of the 
fabric of the Franklin community. 
The League’s first season saw 48 
boys playing on four teams, a girls’ 
division was started in 1959, and 
approximately 900 boys and girls 
now participate in the League’s 
nine divisions. The league is 
operated by volunteers and offers 
valuable experience to the area 
youth it employs as umpires.

Children from kindergarten 
through ninth grade are eligible 
for participation in the league, 
from Tee Ball through Pony league 
baseball and girls’ senior softball 
divisions. Children over the age of 
thirteen are eligible to umpire in 
the league.

From the Opening Day festivities 
on April 25th through the end of 
the regular season, playoffs and 
All-Star games in mid-June, the 
three Franklin fields, as well as 
more than a dozen neighboring 
ball diamonds, are buzzing with 
the excitement of youth baseball 
and softball. The league welcomes 
all to stop by during the season 
and enjoy a familiar Franklin 
scene of fellow Villagers and 
neighbors enjoying our national 
pastime.

An ongoing league fundraiser 
is the Commemorative Brick 
Program, through which inscribed 
bricks form the walkway to the 
gazebo on the Franklin Community 
Association grounds. This program 
is a great way to recognize kids 
who have played, parents who have 
coached or just as a commemora-
tive marking in historic Franklin. 
More information can be found on 
the League’s website.

For registration and other info 
on the Franklin Baseball League, 
please visit the League’s website: 
www.franklinbaseball.org.
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LibraryCorner
Library Board Member Needed
Interested in doing more for your 
library? The Library board is look-
ing for a new member to fill out an 
existing term. If interested, contact 
board President Sarah Krasnick at 
248.855.8474.

Museum Adventure Pass
The Museum Adventure Pass is in 
its second year. Come to the library 
and check out a museum today.  
Several new institutions have 
joined the program this year. The 
Museum Adventure Pass program 
is a partnership between public 
libraries and museums and other 
cultural organizations in the metro 
Detroit area and is sponsored by 
Macy’s. Through this partnership, 
passes will provide free admission 
to participating organizations and 
are available for check out at our 
library. Come in today and check 
out an adventure for you and the 
whole family.  

Downloadable Audiobooks
Franklin Library users can now 
access a collection of over 2,300 
digital audiobooks through 
NetLibrary, including the latest best 
sellers, book club favorites, award- 
winning authors and more. Visit the 
library to create your free NetLibrary 
account. Once your account has 
been created, you can download 
audio books directly to your home 
computer or listening device. 

Summer Reading Programs
Look for all three of our summer 
reading programs (for children, 
teens and adults) to start on Mon., 
June 15. The theme this year is “Be 
Creative @ Your Library.” Wrap-up 
parties for all three programs will 
be in August.

Story Time
Tuesday evening story times are 
on vacation for the winter. Please 
rejoin us on Tues., March 3rd 
at 7 p.m. for our first story time 
of the New Year. Put on your PJs 
and bring the whole family to the 
library for great stories and a re-
lated craft. Let a librarian help you 
find the perfect book!  

Fairy Party  Sat., Feb. 28, 2 p.m. 
Come to the library for everything 
fairies. Make a fairy doll, a fairy 
wand and a fairy item you can 
wear home. We’ll end it all with 
a great fairy snack. Ages: early 
elementary. Pre-registration 
recommended.

Space and Aliens Program 
with Arts and Scraps
Sat., March 28, 2 p.m.
Visit the library for a program that’s 
out of this world! Use recycled 
materials and craft items to create 
your own space alien. Afterward 
you will get to “shop” (fill a bag with 
over 300 recycled industrial scraps 
for your own projects) on the Arts 
and Scraps mobile. Ages K thru 5th 
grade. Limited to 20 participants, 
pre-registration is required.  

Duct Tape Crafts
Sat., April 25, 2 p.m.
Calling all teens! Visit the library 
and learn one of the newest, 
coolest crafts around — how to 
make a duct tape wallet or purse.  
We’ll provide all the materials, 
mostly duct tape, and you bring 
the creativity. This program is 
recommended for 5th grade and 
older. Snacks will be provided. 

Magic Workshop
Sat., May 30, 2 p.m.
Abracadabra! Jeff Wawrzaszek 
will be back at the library to teach 
everyone magic tricks. Students 
will learn 5-6 simple, yet amaz-
ing tricks that they will be able to 
perform anywhere, using common 
items like ropes, rubber bands, 
cards and money.

The Franklin Library will be offering 
a series of Parent and Caregiver 
Workshops; one each in Feb., Mar. 
and Apr. Programs will be provided by 
Great Parents Great Start – Oakland.

Positive Behavior
Mon., Feb. 16, 7 p.m.
Guiding children to behave in 
appropriate ways is challenging 
for many adults because each child 
is unique. Differing temperaments, 
personalities, needs, growth 
patterns, home environments and 
family settings affect each child 
differently. This workshop will give 
you meaningful and creative ways 
to care for your unique child.

Brain Development
Mon., Mar. 16, 7 p.m.
This workshop will provide info 
on brain research and promoting 
children’s brain development in 
the early years. Parents will gain 
excellent information, national 
research findings and activities 
to stimulate brain development.  

Language and Literacy
Mon., April 20, 7 p.m.
Parents and early childhood care-
givers want children to become good 
readers and writers. This workshop 
aims to provide info to parents and 
educators about connections 
between young children’s early 
language development and later 
literacy development.

Franklin Book Discussion Group
Thu., May 28, 7:30 p.m.
Join Adele Robins for a lively 
discussion of “The Vanishing Act of 
Esme Lennox” by Maggie O’Farrell  
“…a stunning phone call breaks the 
silence at Iris Lockharts’ vintage 
shop: Her great-aunt Esme whom 
she never knew existed, is being 
released from Cauldstone Hospital 
after sixty-one years.” If Iris takes in 
her great-aunt, what life changing se-
crets might she learn about a family 
that never mentioned Aunt Esme?

Children’s Programming Adult Programming

For questions or to preregister 
for any programs please call the 
Library at 248.851.2254.WinterFest 2008 Highlights

Photos by Les Gorback

Winter Festival2008
You may not know that there is a  
group of dedicated retailers who begin 
working on Franklin’s annual Winter 
Festival in late September and that 
work culminates with the actual event 
— a one-day early December Saturday 
of caroling, miming, ice carving, car-
riage riding, house touring, candle 
and tree lighting, and selling by those 
retailers in the Village whose shops put 
everything on sale for the event. If you 
were one of those who participated, we 
thank you and hope you had a won-
derful time. However, attendance was 
off during our Home Tour, and where 
there were once 200 to 300 tickets 
sold, this year we sold an embarrass-
ing 68 home tour tickets. Horse-drawn 
carriage rides were also sparsely at-
tended.

For those who work so hard to make 
this day special, and there are too 

many names to name, we all thank 
you. For those who weren’t able to join 
us in this once-a-year event, we are 
sorry we missed you. More importantly, 
we’re sorry you missed it because it 
may likely be our last attempt after 
years of tradition. If you would like to 
voice your support and volunteer  
your time, please contact us, and in 
particular let your Winter Festival chair, 
Les Gorback of Gorback Studio of 
Photography, know that you appreciate 
his great effort over the years. Les can 
be reached at 248.626.3666. He has 
served in this role numerous times, 
and is looking for someone to take his 
place and to work on a committee with 
others if there is any chance of continu-
ing this tradition in 2009 and beyond. 

It may seem early to consider, but if you 
care to see a Winter Festival in 2009, 
then we ask for your support now.

...and a question of the future


